






















The Dynamics of Youth Justice & the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child in South Africa
Article 4 
“States Parties shall undertake 
all appropriate legislative, 
administrative and other 
measures for the implementation 
of the rights recognised in the 
present Convention ...”
continued on page 2
Introducing the Social Services 
Professions and Occupations Bill
By Lucy Jamieson
In January 2008, the Department of Social 
Development published the draft Social 
Services Professions Bill in the Government 
Gazette and called for the public to give 
their comments. Several redrafts were 
released, and the latest draft dates from 
November 2008; it is called the Social 
Service Professions and Occupations 
Bill. It was released on the South African 
Council for Social Service Professions’ 
(SACSSP) website in June 20091. Although 
the subtitle of the Bill declares that it is 
1	 http://www.sacssp.co.za/
the ‘final draft: post public comment’, as of 1 November 2009, 
the website reports that the Council is still accepting comments. 
The Department of Social Development, in conjunction with the 
Council, is in the process of developing a policy to guide the 
implementation of the new legislation. After the policy is finalised, 
the Bill will be tabled in Parliament. This will most probably be 
in the second half of 2010. Parliament is required to hold public 
hearings and social service practitioners will have opportunity to 
make submissions and to voice their opinions. There are a number 
of sections of the Bill that need to be scrutinised and discussed by 
social service practitioners. 
2EDITORIAL
As is evidenced by most of the articles 
in this edition, implementation is what 
is currently dominating all child justice 
roleplayers’ thoughts and actions. It is 
not only the national departments that 
are busy with implementation plans but 
also provinces and civil society.
Corlia Kok provides an update on what 
the national Department of Justice and 
Constitutional Development is working 
on regarding their implementation plans. 
In addition, we provide an insight into 
the recent implementation workshop in 
Limpopo and we also feature an article 
on the activities of the Child Justice 
Alliance as they prepare for the Child 
Justice Act coming into operation on 1 
April 2010. 
As the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of the Child has noted in its 
General Comment No. 5 on General 
Measures of Implementation:‘[e]nsuring 
that all domestic legislation is fully 
compatible with the Convention and 
that the Convention’s principles and 
provisions can be directly applied and 
appropriately enforced is fundamental’. 
Therefore it is heartening to recognise 
the efforts that have occurred thus far, 
while still acknowledging that much 
more needs to be done. 
Finally, we wish to join in the celebrations 
around the 20th anniversary of the 
adoption of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child on 20 November 1989. It 
is indeed a momentous occasion and 
somewhat gratifying, for our purposes, 
that the Child Justice Act was finalised 
before the Convention entered its third 
decade of existence. 
continued from page 1





























































































































continued on page 4
A framework which enables the registration of 
both occupations and professions would broaden 
the categories of social service practitioners that 
are able to register, and hence is a transformative 
and progressive measure.






























































continued from page 3
It is critical to ... motivate for a Bill that 
serves the best interests of all social service 
practitioners and empowers this valuable 
workforce in advancing social justice in 
communities throughout South Africa.
For more information or to join the Social Service Practitioners Advocacy 
Network contact: Lucy Jamieson or Khululwa Seysisi on 021 689 5404 or email 
lucy.jamieson@uct.ac.za. 
